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October 16, 2008

Dear Grace,

We're gearing up for the 2008 Toronto Reel Asian International Film Festival, but even before
we officially kick things off, there's plenty to see and do!
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Press Launch October 21st!
We know you've been eagerly waiting to see what we've got lined up for you this year, but
you'll just have to wait a few more days for our official press launch. 

On October 21st we'll be announcing our programming for the 2008 festival. We've got a some
great films and all kinds of events lined up -- keep your calendars open from November 12-16!
Be sure to check back at www.reelasian.com after the 21st for all the details and to buy
advance tickets!

Announcing our 2008 Canadian Spotlight Artist
CANADIAN SPOTLIGHT - "MIRROR-BALL PAUL" 

Reel Asian is excited to announce our 2008 Canadian Spotlight artist, Paul
Wong. When Paul walks into a room, he can make anything happen.
Possessing a particular attitude and charismatic agency that is absolutely
infectious, he is a self-invented star of his own universe. Since his early
video works, he has experimented outside of any structural art conventions.
Since his teenage years, he has done and talked about almost everything
political and personal, and is most known for his complex engagement with
sex, drugs, and death. Paul Wong was the recipient of the Governor-
General's Award in Media and Visual Arts in 2005. 

In addition to two Paul Wong screenings at the festival, you can catch him and his work at any
of the series of artist talks, exhibitions, motorcades over the next month! Stay tuned -- details
on all of these will be available soon!

Empty Orchestra Exhibition Opening Tonight!

Thursday October 16th, 5:00 - 9:00 pm 
Justina M. Barnicke Gallery
7 Hart House Circle, Hart House
University of Toronto 

Come on out! 

Exhibition runs from October 16 - November 13, 2008 

Reel Asian would like to
thank our members for
their generous support.

Support Reel Asian and fuel
the growing appreciation for
Asian cinema in Canada.

The  Toronto  Reel  Asian
International  Film  Festival  is
a registered  charity.
Charitable  Registration
Number 870021383RR0001

Donate Today!

For  more  information  about
becoming  a member  of  Reel
Asian,  please  contact
Christina  Sit  Yee,  Director  of
Development  & Marketing.

Read The Blog

Buy Our Book

Buy our book!

Reel Asian Music
Night

Fri Nov 14 | 10PM
The Rivoli 

334 Queen St W
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Curated by: Maiko Tanaka & Heather Keung 

Iichiro Tanaka: Classical Music Karaoke (video still), 2006 courtesy of the Yuka Sasahara
Gallery. With works by Candice Breitz, Wong Gongxin, Christian Jankowski, Karen Tam, Iichiro
Tanaka. 

Empty Orchestra explores karaoke (the word from which the exhibition title is translated) and
its relationship to contemporary art and cultural diasporas. Karaoke originated in the '70s in
Japan, and quickly entered many other cultural contexts. The exhibition presents works by
Canadian and international artists who embrace, challenge, and query notions of karaoke as a
medium of individual expression and collective identity. 

Examining the phenomenon as a commodified interface between technology and culture, the
artists in the exhibition address karaoke's effects on social activity, diasporic communities, and
popular culture in a global context. Empty Orchestra asks, among other questions, whether
karaoke asserts a prescribed form of cultural expression, or, in its performative imperfections,
allows possibilities for resistance. 

Related Events: 

Artist Talk with Karen Tam: Monday October 20th, 7:00 pm. Hart House, Room # TBA 

Closing Reception: Thursday November 13th, 7:00 - 11:00 pm 

Karaoke After-Party: Thursday November 13th, 9:00 pm. Arbor Room, Hart House. Featuring Weekend Leisure,
Vancouver-based karaoke video collective. 

EMPTY ORCHESTRA LIVE!: Fri Nov 14, 8:30 pm at the Rivoli Empty Orchestra LIVE! is the second half of a
special presentation that examines the history and practices of Karaoke as cultural exchange. A collision of video
visionaries and local Karaoke superstars. Ranging from Hip Hop to Elvis, Empty Orchestra's special video
commission and performance program merges the glitz of western Karaoke with the heartfelt crooning of its
Japanese origins. Five performers sing along to new karaoke videos of their favourite songs, freshly
commissioned from Canadian video artists by Reel Asian and Gendai Gallery. Commissioned videos include work
from Ann Marie Fleming, Alison Kobayashi, Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay, Karilynn Ming Ho and Stephanie
Comilang.

CinemAsia and Reel Asian present Sabu!
Bridging filmmakers, film critics and scholars, CinemAsia offers a
series of special screenings and crucial talks and panels supplementing
the rich offerings of the film festival. The premiere of CinemAsia
features a retrospective of the extraordinary and challenging Japanese
director Sabu and a presentation on his films by U of T Professor Eric
Cazdyn, author of THE FLASH OF CAPITAL. During the festival itself,
CinemaAsia will feature two panels, one on the past and future
prospects of Hong Kong cinema, in this its centenary year; and a
second, a moderated conversation between Canadian doc-maker Yung
Chang and American filmmaker and NYU professor Christine Choy.
CinemAsia is a partnership between Reel Asian and the University of
Toronto's Asian Institute.

CinemAsia Gala: MONDAY 
Tues | Nov 11 | 6:30 PM | Innis Town Hall

Koichi Takagi has lost his memory and must unravel a series of bizarre events from the past
few nights. This astute social satire by Japanese director SABU is part of a retrospective focus
in collaboration with the Asian Institute.

Panel | HONG KONG, 100 YEARS OF FILMS: A PANEL ON THE CENTENNIAL 
Thurs | Nov 13 | 6:00-8:00 PM | Munk Centre | Rm 208N 

For two decades since the 1980s, Hong Kong filmmakers have faced severe challenges in the
cinema marketplace. They have also achieved ever-wider international critical recognition. This
panel of critics, archivist-historians and film programmers will discuss the past and prospects
of Hong Kong cinema -- 100 years after they started.

Join our mailing list!
Join
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Panel | IN CONVERSATION WITH YUNG CHANG AND CHRISTINE CHOY
Fri | Nov 14 | 6:00-7:30 PM | Innis Café 

A must-attend session with Oscar-nominated filmmaker and chair of NYU's graduate film and
TV department Christine Choy (WHO KILLED VINCENT CHIN?) in conversation with Yung
Chang, director of the acclaimed film UP THE YANGTZE.

Volunteer for Reel Asian!
What: 2008 Reel Asian Volunteer Orientation & Sign-Up
Where: Trinity Square Video | 401 Richmond St W | Suite 376
When: Wed Oct 22 | 6-8 PM
Who: All interested individuals!
Why: Become involved! Join us to learn about Reel Asian 2008's exciting volunteer
opportunities, sign up for your shifts, and meet other volunteers and Reel Asian staff. 

RSVP TO volunteer@reelasian.com by Tue Oct 21 

Want to become more involved? Submit a resume with your volunteer information sheet and
let us know about your interests! 

Submit resumes to volunteer@reelasian.com 

Volunteer Information Contract

Reel Asian co-presentation at Planet in Focus
Umbrella - Presented with Planet In Focus
Dir: Du Haibin 2007

FRI OCT 24 | 9:30PM | Royal Cinema | 608 College St 

Socially and economically, China is changing rapidly. Divided
into the five major social classes: workers, students, soldiers,
merchants and peasants, Umbrella takes us through this
transformed society and shows us specifically how each group
struggles with its new reality. Using the umbrella as a device
to communicate the new social reform, we see workers making
umbrellas, merchants selling them, students looking for work in
the rain, etc. The umbrella is used figuratively as well as
metaphorically in this sharp and thorough film. The poetic
documentary shows us a China we rarely get to see, with true
cinematic storytelling, honest characters and camera work that
makes itself as transparent as can be. In the vein of
Manufactured Landscapes and Up the Yangtze, this first-time
director takes us on a mesmerizing journey through one of the

world's most fascinating cultures. 

for more details

LIFT and Cinematheque Ontario's THE FREE SCREEN
The Liaison of Independent Filmmakers of Toronto (LIFT) and
Cinematheque Ontario present CINEMA AND DISJUNCTION

Monday, October 27, 2008
7:00 PM
Jackman Hall, Art Gallery of Ontario
317 Dundas Street West (at McCaul Street)
Admission: FREE!

Become a Member of Reel Asian
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It is through public support and donations from individuals like you that we are able to continue to present an
annual Festival that exemplifies the range, diversity and richness of Asian film and video in all their forms.

All Members are entitled to receive a charitable tax receipt for the full amount of your donation. Your donation to
Reel Asian is vital and your support will help Reel Asian bring unique and exciting films from the world of Asian
cinema to audiences in Canada.

Become A Member

Our Funders

The  Toronto  Reel  Asian  International  Film  Festival  gratefully  acknowledges  the  financial  support  of  the  Canada
Council  for  the  Arts,  the  Ontario  Trillium  Foundation,  Ontario  Arts  Council,  Toronto  Arts  Council,  Telefilm  and  the
Department  of  Canadian  Heritage.

Reel  Asian  Charitable  #  87002  1383  RR 0001

email: info@reelasian.com
web: http://www.reelasian.com
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